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HEALTH AND WELLBEING

A MESSAGE FROM OUR HEADTEACHER

* P I C T U R E 
OF BILLIE*

~ Ms Tongue, Headteacher
WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Send us your stories and photos to share by 
email to info@waldegravesch.org

Follow us on twitter @Waldegravesch

KEY SCHOOL DATES

HOLIDAYS & NATIONAL DAYS
Holocaust Memorial Day - 27 January
Parent Mental Health Day - 27 January
National Storytelling Week - 30 January - 
5 February
Candlemas - 2 February
World Cancer Day - 4 February 

Acoustic Concert Auditions (MU2) - 
3.30pm 31 January
Year 13 Parents’ Consultation Meeting - 
Postponed to 29 March
PTA Quiz night - 6.30pm 3 February
Year 9 options evening - 5-6pm 
9 February
Half Term - 13 - 17 February
Students return to School - 21 February
Year 7 Parents’ Consultation Meeting - 
4-6.30pm 22 February

Next week is the annual Time to Talk Day, run by the organisations Mind 
and Rethink Mental Illness. It is the nation’s biggest mental health 
conversation and this year it is taking place on Thursday 2 February.
On Time to Talk Day, we are encouraged to come together, as friends, 
families, workplaces and communities to talk, listen and change lives.
We know the more conversations we have, the better life is for everyone. 
Talking about mental health isn’t always easy, but a conversation has the 
power to change lives. The Time to Talk website has lots of tips for starting 
conversations about mental health and information about where to go for 
help.
Their five top tips are: ask questions and listen, think about the time 
and place (side by side is often easier than face to face - especially for 
teenagers), don't try and fix it, treat them the same, be patient.
The Young Minds website also has useful conversation starters and advice 
about how to talk to your children about mental health. The conversation 
starters are attached here.

Today is Holocaust Memorial Day. This year’s 
theme is Ordinary People, with a focus on the fact 
that genocide can only happen when ordinary 
people turn a blind eye. In the lead up to 
Holocaust Memorial Day, Ms Lane has delivered 
assemblies exploring the theme and educating our 
students not only about the Holocaust but other 
genocides. On Wednesday some students in Year 9 
had the opportunity to visit Richmond Synagogue 

to hear from Dr Agnes Kaposi, a holocaust survivor. Students and staff 
were incredibly moved by her inspirational talk. 
On Tuesday we held a Drop Down Day, with normal lessons being 
suspended to allow our students the opportunity to take part in a variety 
of workshops and hear from different speakers to enrich their learning.  
The day for Year 7 focused on STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Art and Maths) including an engineering challenge and a computer aided 
design challenge.  Year 8’s theme for the day was Democracy and students 
heard from a number of speakers from the world of politics before 
launching their own educational manifestos. The theme for Year 9 was 
Preparing for the Future and included taster sessions for GCSE options 
and a careers speed networking event. Years 10-12 focus was on Personal 
Development and Citizenship education with presentations from a variety 
of organisations and workshops on study skills. You will find more details 
about the day in the bulletin for each year group.
I have written to parents and carers separately about the school’s plans for 
the strike day next Wednesday. Please make sure you are clear about the 
arrangements; if you have any questions don’t hesitate to contact school 
via email: info@waldegravesch.org

http://www.waldegrave.richmond.sch.uk
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12kgRTy35SpvCUzNVs9-bMJxPKaulR_EI/view?usp=sharing
https://www.waldegrave.richmond.sch.uk/2772/bulletin-archive
mailto:info@waldegravesch.org
https://twitter.com/WaldegraveSch
https://timetotalkday.co.uk/about/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/parent/how-to-talk-to-your-child-about-mental-health/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sOKWLb4ZIwPqnIhtagTlZI_08TMbXzZQ/view?usp=sharing
https://www.hmd.org.uk/
mailto:info@waldegravesch.org


A MESSAGE FROM HEAD OF YEAR 9

MRS ROOK, HEAD OF YEAR 9

We have had a great week at Waldegrave! On Tuesday we had a day out of our usual lessons and had the wonderful 
opportunity to hear from a variety of different speakers about their careers. Students listened to their tales of the 
variety of jobs out there.  I want to say a really big well done to the enormous group of students who got involved in the 
careers speaker sessions and asked intelligent and insightful questions. Year 9 also got the opportunity to try out and 
hear more about the GCSE option subjects from teaching experts around the school. We hope that these 
opportunities have given you ideas to think about for your own futures. More information and pictures from these 
events can be found further down in the bulletin.

Year 9 also got the opportunity to try out and hear more about the GCSE option subjects from teaching experts around 
the school. Over the next few weeks we will be having more assemblies and further chances for students to  talk about 
their option choices before they have to make their final decisions.

Earlier in the week we took a group of students to Oxford University to have a look around Brasenose College and learn 
more about what university life is like. Students had the opportunity to see inside the libraries, canteens and 
bedrooms of students living and studying there. The students asked lots of questions and we hope they have left 
feeling inspired.

During the week, we also took half of the year group on a Holocaust Memorial trip ahead of Holocaust Memorial Day 
on Friday 27 January. Students attended Richmond Synagogue where they had the opportunity to listen to the 
remarkable stories of Dr Agnes Kaposi, a holocaust survivor. I was proud of how all the students conducted themselves 
and they asked insightful and sensitive questions.

BOOK OF THE MONTH

Can you see me? by Libby Scott and Rebecca Westcott

The book is about a girl called Tally who is autistic and she is starting 
Year 7. She is faced by a different set of challenges due to her autistic 
status than a neurotypical person would face. I think it fixes lots of 
autistic stereotypes because it shows the point of view for this girl and 
can teach everyone about autism. 

I related a lot to this story and as an autistic person myself I managed to 
put myself in Tally’s shoes because I feel like we have lots in common. 
Autistic people do find things difficult that a neurotypical person might 
find easy. She also gets labelled weird by her classmates but she is fierce, 
kind, determined, brave and totally not weird! 

- Review by Clover V 9PBE

SPORTS FIXTURES

Date Fixture Result

23.01.23

25.01.23

Year 7 Basketball vs Twickenham School

U13 Richmond Volleyball Tournament

WON 34-2

2ND PLACE

25.01.23 U15 Richmond Volleyball Tournament 2ND PLACE



HAMPTON SCHOOL PRESENTS
in collaboration with Waldegrave School

An amateur School production by arrangement with The Really 
Useful Group Ltd.

7pm Tuesday 7 February
7pm Wednesday 8 February
7pm Thursday 9 February 

Location: the Hammond Theatre at 
Hampton School

Purchase tickets here

DROP DOWN DAY

For Drop Down Day, Year 9 spent Tuesday gaining insight 
into the many choices of GCSE options they can pick 
from. The year group were split up into small groups 
and worked their way around the classrooms, attending 
different subject talks presented by each department to 
broaden their understanding of what it’ll be like to take 
the subject as a GCSE. We hope this was beneficial to all 
and that it has helped students get a better idea of which 
subjects they wish to study next year.

Year 9 also took part in a careers speed networking event. 
Speakers included Architects, Paramedics, Barristers, 
Apprenticeship Providers and more. Students had the 
opportunity to listen to our speakers explain their career 
paths and what their work involves. Our students were 
keen to learn more about their careers and how they can 
get to that position in the future themselves.

OXFORD UNIVERSITY TRIP

At the start of the week Mr Jones and Mrs Rook 
took eleven of our Year 9 students on a trip to one 
of the colleges of Oxford University as part of the 
Scholars Programme / Brilliant Club initiative. 

The aim of this initiative is to be able to inspire 
some of our students into possible routes after 
their time at Waldegrave School. 

Whilst on this trip, the group had a tour 
around campus, seeing an insight into the life 
of a University student. It was great to see how 
interested the students were as they asked plenty 
of questions at each new location visited.

https://www.thehammondtheatre.co.uk/hswsjoseph/


Please contact us with any queries or problems you may have. To get in touch with a member of staff from your child’s 
year group,  you can:

Send an email to KS3@waldegravesch.org

Or you can contact the school via phone by calling: 02088943244

WALDEGRAVE SCHOOL
Fifth Cross Road, Twickenham, Middlesex, TW2 5LH

HOW TO CONTACT YEAR 9 HEAD OF YEAR AND TUTORS

AUDITIONS TUESDAY 31 JANUARY,
3.30PM. MU2

ACOUSTIC CONCERT
1 MARCH 7PM

JOB OPPORTUNITIES
EXAM INVIGILATOR

We are looking to expand our 
pool of Invigilators for this 
Summer exam season. 
No experience is necessary as 
full training will be given. 
This will be on a casual basis.
Hourly Rate - £12.40.
If you are interested or would 
like any further information, 
please email Gill Gildersleve, 
HR Manager, at 
jobs@waldegravesch.org

MIDDAY LUNCHTIME 
SUPERVISOR

If you are looking for a part time 
(term time only) role we require 
an organised, independent and 
responsible person with good 
communication and 
interpersonal skills to help 
support our canteen staff to 
supervise and guide our 
students during the lunchtime 
break, whilst maintaining a safe 
and welcoming environment.  
Hours are 12.15pm to 1.30pm 
Monday to Friday.  
Please click here for the 
information pack and 
application form.

mailto:KS3@waldegravesch.org
mailto:jobs@waldegravesch.org
https://waldegrave-richmond.schoolrecruiter.com/job/midday-lunchtime-supervisor-1301574/?lang=en-GB


https://www.richmondmusictrust.org.uk/site/ensembles-and-courses/richmond-youth-screen-orchestra-ryso/
http://www.barnesmusicfestival.com
http://www.dramacube.co.uk


FREE ENTRY
Beveree Stadium, Hampton, TW12 2BX

http://www.way2work.org.uk
https://www.kingston.gov.uk/adults-education
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/13ObOAxpdpWk9HbstZgOLwXCs95bdhsDRKaEL51iYPaE/viewform?edit_requested=true
https://www.kingston.gov.uk/adults-education
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/13ObOAxpdpWk9HbstZgOLwXCs95bdhsDRKaEL51iYPaE/viewform?edit_requested=true
https://www.kingston.gov.uk/adults-education
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/13ObOAxpdpWk9HbstZgOLwXCs95bdhsDRKaEL51iYPaE/viewform?edit_requested=true
https://www.kingston.gov.uk/adults-education
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/13ObOAxpdpWk9HbstZgOLwXCs95bdhsDRKaEL51iYPaE/viewform?edit_requested=true

