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Waldegrave School Parent and Teacher Association 

Meeting held on Wednesday 26 May 2021 at 7.30pm at Waldegrave School 

 

Present:  Maria Randell (Chair), Rachel Williamson, Nataliya Zadora, Heidi Spicer, Sarah 

Procter-Lane, Sasha Netterfield, Mark O’Brien and Miranda Radwell. 

Apologies  

Apologies for absence were received from Fiona Parker, Adrian Istead and Roni Cummings. 

1. Welcome 

 

Maria Randell welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

 

2. Minutes 

The minutes of the meeting held on 24 March 2021 were noted. 

3. Easter Eggs 

Thanks to Nataliya Zadora were placed on record for her efforts to secure funding from her 

employer to purchase Easter eggs for Pupil Premium children and school staff. This gesture 

was greatly appreciated. 

4. Summer Raffle 

Summer raffle sales are going well with over £1,000 raised so far.  Another reminder was 

sent out today, with further reminders planned, as this boosts ticket sales.  Further prizes 

have also been received. 

It was suggested either the incoming or outgoing head girl to be asked to draw the numbers. 

5. Summer Festival 

 

The Summer Festival which is being produced by the school drama and music department 

would be held on 10 July 2021 from 2pm to 5pm.  Maria undertook to apply for a license to 

sell alcohol.  It was noted that there is no drink stock in the PTA cupboard as the remaining 

stock went out of date during lockdown.  New stock will be purchased. 

 

Sasha suggested using a trailer for a stage to protect from the rain.  Maria advised that the 

departments have sectional staging which is easily transportable.  Sasha also suggested 

encouraging food donations from parents.  More needed to be understood from Mrs 

O’Brien about her vision for the festival food wise.  If food is to be sold light snacks and 

sweets were thought to be preferable. 

 

6. Cash4Coins 
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It was noted that the income from this scheme is limited due to current overseas travel 

restrictions and limitations on visitors coming into school to drop coins off. 

 

7. Events for next term 

Maria Randell outlined the typical programme of events for the Autumn term. 

(a) Bingo – This is usually held in September. 

(b) Comedy Night – This is usually held in November. 

(c) Christmas Tree Sale – Held in December 

(d) Christmas Concert. 

The PTA noted the difficulties of planning ahead as uncertainty remains around virus 

restrictions.  A couple of events which could be held outdoors were discussed as alternative, 

including a band night or a fireworks night.  The fireworks night was not thought to be 

particularly profitable and potentially difficult to operate safely as pupils attending the 

event would likely want to gather separately from their parents. 

There were various suggestions around a car boot sale, table top sale or Christmas fair being 

held.  It was noted that large parts of the school site are hired out at weekends which may 

make it not possible to run these types of events. The option of community days for 

recycling, etc. were also suggested.  

The importance of promoting the PTA to the new Year 7 families was discussed.  In the past 

the day where forms were dropped off had been a good opportunity to promote the PTA. 

Rachel would check with one of the new parents she knows if there is a day planned for 

forms to be dropped off. 

8. Succession Planning 

Maria reported that she had been contacted by a new parent, Lucy Fink, who is keen to 

become involved in the PTA.  Maria, mindful that she would be standing down in a year, 

would work to get Lucy on board. 

9. Finances 

 

The PTA were provided with an update on their finances.  It was reported that there had 

been large moves in the finances, in part due to £2,000 returned by the school for paid 

items for design and technology and maths as new invoices had been issued. 

 

£5585.16 had been paid for items on the teachers wish list. £678 had been spent on art and 

design and food and £930.48 for science and English. 

 

A HMRC refund of £961.63 had received, along with £22.19 from Amazon. 

 

£3,500 had been transferred to school, with the PTA retaining £280.  There was a credit £60 

from Waldegrave Winners.  The Barclays account balance, including the Waldegrave 

Winners credit was £2,241. 
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There was £105 in the bank account from the summer raffle and £650 from Parent Pay.  

 

The PTA had £20,679 available to spend. 

 

The PTA referred to their previous discussions on wellbeing and noted that they were 

awaiting suggestions on initiatives the school wished to be funded. Sasha discussed whether 

anything could be done on wellbeing and screen time and how young people engage with 

and are influenced by social media.   

 

10. Waldegrave Winners 

The draws were made separately to this meeting. 

The Waldegrave Winners draw was made for May.  The following numbers and winners 

were drawn: 

 

95- Maria Randell 

21 – Amelie Potts 

129 – Zoe Sampson 

 

The Waldegrave Winners draw for June resulted in the following numbers and winners 

being drawn: 

 

50 - Ava Shore 

184 – Mr and Mrs J Hayes 

103 – Alexandro Betterfield 

 

11. Any Other Business 

 

The PTA discussed the recent Black Lives Matters protest at school, political education and 

critical thinking.  There were differing views, positive and negative, on how the protest was 

handled.  The PTA then went on to discuss whether pupils may benefit from critical thinking 

and a political education, how to analyse, engage and raise issues and influence decision-

makers. Ideas put forward included women in politics speakers.  It was also noted that some 

of the older girls felt they had missed this sort of citizenship education. 

 

12. Date of Next Meeting 

The next PTA meeting is planned for July.  

The meeting ended at 8.30pm 


