
A Level Religious Studies 
 
Planning on starting A Level Religious Studies next 
year?  
 
A starting point of reading, listening and watching 
suggestions: 
 
Here are a list of things that you might want to think about 

having a look at over the summer as a way into the Religious Studies course. This list 
is not exhaustive, definitive or a must-read list, just some ideas that may help give 
you a flavour of the course.  
 
Listening and Watching: 

 The Panpsycast podcast - especially Ethical Theories and Plato. Made for A level 
students on relevant topic. 

 Films: Million Dollar Baby, The Insider, The Post, Erin Brockovich, Life of Pi and 
Matrix 

 Programs – The Good place, The Story of God on Netflixs by Morgan Freeman.  
 
Websites: 

 Peped – This is an excellent website and we will be using it throughout the 
course.  

 ‘IthinkthereforeIteach’ – really good blog by an RS teacher.  

 ‘PhilosopherKings’ another RS A level 

 Take a look on BBC iplayer – there are always relevant programmes on there. 

 Unbelievable ‘The Big Conversation’ – similar to the radio show but you can 
watch the debate too! Really high profile and interesting scholars: 

https://www.thebigconversation.show/  
 
Reading: 
• Jostein Gaarder - ‘Sophie's World’ (A story book, which could be a good 
summer read in the garden!) 
• Julian Baggini - 'Without God is everything permitted? 20 big questions in 
Ethics.' In some places called ‘Ethics – 20 questions’  
• Julian Baggini – ‘The Pig That Wants To Be Eaten: And 99 Other Thought 
Experiments’ 
• For Theology/DCT, anything by Alister McGrath! ‘Introduction to Christian 
Theology’ is very good 
• Stephen Law – ‘The Philosophy Files’ 
• Neil Messer - ‘Christian Ethics’  

        Nigel Warburton – ‘A little History of Philosophy’.  
 
The set textbook for the course is:  

 
Textbook Year 1: 
‘Religious Studies For A’level Year 1’ by M.Wilkinson, M.Wilcockson and H. Campbell.  
ISBN: 978-1-471-86669-2 

https://www.thebigconversation.show/


Activities 
Here are some activities and things to think about, to get you started. You could 
write about any of the ideas that interest you, to keep your skills up to scratch: 
 
Activity 1 
 
Scenario: I’m on school lunch duty and I see and hear a girl saying nasty things to 
another girl while they’re eating their shepherd’s pie. 

 
Questions:  
Why is it OK, and my duty, to tell her off for being unkind?  
Why is it not OK for me to tell her off for eating meat (I’m vegetarian)?  
 
And then: 
 
Which, if any, of our beliefs are ‘just a matter of personal preference’ and which, if 
any, refer to some kind of absolute fact? 
 
Should we leave others to their ‘personal preference’ in matters of religious belief, 
or are some religious beliefs right and others wrong in an absolute sense?  
 
Is there an ultimate truth, an absolute right and wrong, about religious truth claims?  
 
At what point, if any, does one culture have the right to tell another ‘you’re doing it 
wrong’ over matters of religion and ethics?  
 
To what extent, if at all, do people have an obligation to share their religious faith 
with others – or should we keep our beliefs to ourselves and try and respect the 
views of others even if we think they’ll miss out on going to heaven? 
 
 
  



Activity 2 
 
Get to know some of the philosophers you will meet during your A level course. Click 
onto the below from the BBC: 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01f0vzr 
 
(They are quite long and heavyweight, don’t worry if this activity isn’t for you) 
 
Practice your note-making skills by pausing and writing a summary of what you’ve 
heard so far. Think about whether you agree with what the philosopher is saying. 
 
Listen to whatever takes your interest. For RS, you could concentrate on the ones 
below or any that take your fancy: 
 

Plato’s Republic Augustine’s Confessions 

Utilitarianism  Free will  

Duty Feminism  

Bertrand Russell Good and Evil 

William James The Ontological Argument 

Mill St Thomas Aquinas.  

 
 
If the debates are not for you why not research one of the key scholars in the 
course and make a factsheet on them: 
 

 St Thomas Aquinas 

 Plato  

 Aristotle 

 William James 

 Joseph Fletcher 

 Immanuel Kant  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01f0vzr

