
Government and Politics

CORE PREPARATION FOR SEPTEMBER

● It is important to keep up with current affairs. You can do this by watching any of the
quality news programmes on television. Channel 4 News at 7:00pm and
Newsnight on BBC2 at 10:30pm in the evening are both very good.

● You should also dip into one of the quality newspapers at least once per week. The
Guardian, The Times and The Daily Telegraph are all very useful for Politics.

● You should also aim to read one of the weekly publications such as the Economist,
New Statesman or the Spectator.

● In particular, keep an eye open for stories relating to political parties, pressure
groups or democracy as these are some of the major areas

● Gather details of at least 3 political issues in the news over the summer. Note who is
involved, what the issue is and why it is significant. You could include one
international issue, but mainly concentrate on domestic issues that directly affect the
UK (this could almost be like a journal with newspaper cuttings and a brief written
commentary).

● Be prepared to discuss one of your topics when we return.



ENRICHMENT

● Additional reading:

Reading fiction with a political theme is a fun way to introduce yourself to politics.
I would recommend reading at least one of these books over the summer:

George Orwell. Nineteen Eighty-Four:A nightmare of totalitarianism with
“newspeak” and “doublethink”, where war is peace, freedom is slavery and
ignorance is strength.

George Orwell.  Animal Farm: A modern fable satirising the Russian revolution.  A
new tyranny replaces an old one.

William Golding. Lord of the Flies: This explores the mayhem when constitutional
law breaks down and deep seated savagery takes over.

Ben Elton. Stark: A Surreal novel about capitalist power.

Michael Collins: Video/film about the Irish Civil War.

Michael Dobbs. House of Cards:This follows the progress of an evil Chief Whip,
Frances Urqhuart, who will stop at nothing for power (obviously fictional! and
available on video)

Matthew Parris. Great Parliamentary Scandals.This is an entertaining mapping of
the moral swampland of British politics over four centuries.

● Websites

These websites are all excellent for Politics students.

www.bbc.co.uk/news

https://news.sky.com/uk

https://www.politicshome.com/

https://www.politico.eu/uk/

● TV

Watch “Have I Got News for You” if it’s on. Otherwise there are usually repeats
showing on one of the cable / satellite channels.

Mr Montgomery.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news
https://news.sky.com/uk
https://www.politicshome.com/
https://www.politico.eu/uk/

