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WALDEGRAVE SCHOOL PTA CHAIR’S ANNUAL REPORT 2019-2020

Overview
The writer Mark Twain wrote “Kindness is the language which the deaf can hear and the blind can see.”

The academic year of 2019-2020 started well wth the PTA using the newly refurbished Conference room
for their �rst meeting, paid for with PTA funds. We were also able to provide funding to redecorate the
two councelling rooms and a donation towards the music department to buy a new grand piano.

We began in September with the Year 7 Bingo Ice Breaker, a popular event for parents and students.
Raising around £1000. Thanks goes to Sarah Proctor Lane for organising.

Nataliya Zadora, our PTA treasurer, highlighted the need for rowing machines for the school rowing 
club. She singlehandedly raised nearly £2000, smashing her goal of £1500 to buy two new machines.
With the remainder she secured and delivered a second hand piano for the music department!

Comedy Night in November, was a brilliant evening and a sell out. This popular, annual event was 
organised again by Christine Samuels. and raised over  £3000.

December is a busy time for the PTA. Nicky Barnicott and Ricarda Baldock ran the Christmas Tree sale.
Together with a sale of festive goodies, it made a pro�t of £1400. Following the success of last year’s 
Christmas ra�e, we held another, raising £1900.  More festive treats were sold at a pop up shop and 
refreshments at the Christmas concerts added a further £900!

By the end of 2019 the PTA bank balance was looking very healthy.

The PTA were present at the Parent Consultation Meetings for Years 8, 9 and 11 in the 6th Form Block
 and Key Information Evenings for Years  7 and 8.

The annual Quiz Night was brought forward to February. And although tickets sales were well down on 
last year at 122, it meant the hall wasn’t as full and a great evening was had by all. Thanks to Mr Rusk as 
the quizmaster and the wonderful curry supplied by Cuchina in the school canteen. It showed a pro�t of 
just under £1500.

The PTA planned to have an extra event at the end of March, A Spring Fling. But then the pandemic hit,
and the school closed to all but essential worker’s children. This meant the Spring Fling was cancelled,
as were the Summer Ra�e and the Summer Concert. Exams, end of term and Enrolment events were 
also casualties to COVID.

Mandie Lavin donated a large quantity of Easter Chocolate early in March, but with the school closing 
before the Easter break, we were unable to hold a Pop up shop to sell it. I did manage to message my
WhatsApp groups and neighbours and sold it all raising £300.



Waldegrave Winners, our version of The National Lottery, was suspended for the rest of the year, as were 
PTA meetings. The sale of PTA school equipment; Maths sets, Waldegrave Pens and water bottles, also had 
to be halted.

Cash4Coins, perhaps the easiest fundraiser. Collecting old, foreign and obsolete money, did go ahead
and raised £333.

A year to remember, or should I say forget!

Actor Tommy Lee Jones wrote “Kindness and politeness are not overrated at all. They are underused!”

So, on behalf of the PTA, I would like to thank...
Nicky, our PTA Secretary, sadly due to work pressures has had to step down.
To Nataliya Zadora, our Treasurer and secret weapon �nding ra�e prizes!
Thanks also to Petra van Enckevort for calculating the Gift Aid for us.
To Christine Samuels, Vice-chair and my reliable buddy who was always there to help. Her daughter, 
Elenor, left school this year for university.
Not forgetting the caretakers, Dave and especially Steve, who are very patient with me.
And to the school sta�: Billie, Karen Bamford, Amy Macintosh, Lou, Jo and Caron in the o�ce, and 
especially to Adrian Isted for his support and advice.

And, of course, to all the volunteers.

Thank-you.

Waldegrave School PTA
Chair - Maria Randell
Vice Chair - vacant
Treasurer - Nataliya Zadora
Secretary - vacant

There are vacant positions in key roles of PTA Secretary and Vice-Chair, is there anyone who would like to
take on any of these roles?
If not, could we have a show of hands to reinstate the current incumbents?


