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Waldegrave School Parent and Teacher Association 

Meeting held on Wednesday 15 September 2021 at 7.30pm at Waldegrave School 

 

Present:  Maria Randell (Chair), Rachel Williamson, Nataliya Zadora, Sarah Procter-Lane, and 

Miranda Radwell, Kate Page, Ronnie Cummings and Fiona Parker. 

Apologies  

Apologies for absence were received from Sasha Netterfield, Patricia Taylor and Mark  

O’Brien. 

1. Welcome 

 

Maria Randell welcomed everyone to the meeting, particularly to Kate Page who was taking 

on the mantel of the school /PTA liaison. 

 

Introductions were made. 

 

2. Minutes 

The minutes of the meeting held on 6 July 2021 were noted. 

3. Previous Events  

The Chair reported on recent fundraising events. 

(a) The Committee noted that the summer raffle had raised over £3,000. 

(b) The foreign Coins collection raised £170 

(c) The summer festival went ahead, but a number of ticket holders did not attend due 

to the prevalence of Covid at the time.  £449.19 was raised, including £250 of 

matched funding from Nataliya Zadora’s employer. 

 

4. Future Events 

 

(a) Bingo 

 

The Year 7 bingo would take place 24 September 2021.  This was usually a popular event 

which sells out.  To date, 91 of the 200 tickets had been sold.   The plans for the evening are 

being finalised and Sarah would be acting as bingo caller. 

The PTA heard there had been some requests from Year 8 parents for a bingo night. It was 

agreed to proceed with organising this event as it would be a good opportunity for this 

cohort of parents to feel included.   
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(b) Comedy night  

Heidi Spicer had previously agreed to take on responsibility for the comedy night, but her 

daughter had now left Waldegrave, and a new volunteer was needed.  The main tasks 

entailed liaising with Bearcat Comedy to book the performers and contacting Cucina for the 

food.   

There was a discussion as to whether it is too soon to proceed with planning a large event. 

This event has typically taken place around 5 November.  The Committee was of the view it 

was too soon, given the current capacity of the PTA, lingering uncertainties around covid 

and the mixing of year groups for the event.  It was agreed late spring would be a good 

alternative date.   

(c) Quiz 

The quiz is another popular PTA event for which new leadership is needed due to the 

retirement of the teacher who has acted as question setter and quiz master.  Kate Page 

thought a couple of teachers might want to assist with this.   

The PTA noted that Karen Bamford will help book things in from the school end. 

(d) Parent Information Evenings 

Kate Page advised that Parent Information Evening for Years 7 and 8 were due to be held 

the week commencing 3 October 2021.  It was hoped that these events would provide some 

momentum for parents to support the school.  The PTA would host a stall at the event to 

promote their work and to encourage parental engagement and volunteering.  There would 

be other opportunities for parents to support the school, such as through offering to 

support guided reading or the green team. 

(e) Christmas 

The usual Christmas raffle and Christmas tree sales, along with the goodies stall would be 

held.  It was also expected there would be a Christmas concert which the PTA would 

support.  

5. Finances 

 

The PTA were provided with an update on their finances.  There are three invoices 

outstanding for £59.08, £78.79 and £24.62.  Income was received from the summer festival, 

which raised £449.19.  The Waldegrave Winners balance is £2,097.  The PTA has paid two 

invoices £705 for food department equipment and £520 for android tablets for the drama 

department. 

 

The PTA current account balance stands at £356, plus savings of £23,000, less school funds 

of £2,514.  The PTA therefore has available to spend £20,842. 

 

The PTA’s new financial year will commence on 1 October 2021. 
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Kate Page was asked to bring forward bids to the PTA for funding.  Last year departments 

had been invited to bid for one of three tiers of funding: £1,000, £500 and £250, with 

funding going to support items which would not be funded from normal school funds. The 

PTA recognised there may also be items for the benefit of the whole school community e.g. 

decoration of counselling rooms, refurbishment of toilet blocks, etc.  The PTA expressed the 

strong view that some investment was needed in the toilet provision.  Kate Page noted this 

and agreed to check if funding had already been allocated for this or if this was something 

the PTA could help support. 

 

The PTA noted that the Virgin Money platform is closing, but gift aid will continue until 

February.  Alternative platforms had been considered, but they appear to be charging a fee 

for use.  Some schools are taking direct contributions and Teddington is using Kind Link, 

which has not yet been investigated. An item alerting parents to this change to be included 

in the newsletter and the link on the school website to be updated accordingly. 

 

6. Waldegrave Winners 

Ronnie Cummings reported that she would shortly be sending out renewal notices for 

Waldegrave Winners.  These new notices would capture parents’ email addresses and 

account details in order to avoid the need to issue cheques.  

The Waldegrave Winners draw was made for September.  The following numbers and 

winners were drawn: 

 

46 – Sam Hyde 

180 – India Tolchard 

2 – Isabel Davies  

 

7. Any Other Business 

 

(a) Chair  

Maria Randell informed the meeting that she planned to step down as Chair after the AGM 

in February.  She hoped that in the interim someone would be willing to step forward to 

shadow her as Vice-Chair.  

(b) Changes to the School 

 

Kate Page gave a brief overview of some of the recent changes at the school.   Students 

Services had been very busy during covid, this provision had now been split into hubs for 

Key Stages 3 and 4.  Each hub has its own medical room and support staff, allowing for more 

capacity and separation of age groups. 

 

It was hoped that the counselling rooms would be brought back into use as they could not 

be used during the peak of the pandemic due to poor ventilation. 
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On staffing, the school have lost very few teachers during the past year, which is similar to 

the national picture.  There had, however, been more changes in the support staff.   

 

On discipline, the school was taking a firmer approach towards uniform having relaxed the 

rules during the pandemic.  It was confirmed that whilst there is no uniform policy in the 

sixth form, there is a dress code, which is smart casual e.g. no ripped jeans, no strappy tops 

etc. Detentions were also returning, having not been used during the peak of the pandemic 

because of the risks around mixing bubbles. 

 

8. Date of Next Meeting 

The next PTA meeting is planned for Tuesday, 12 October 2021. 

The meeting ended at 20.33 


