
Economics

Welcome to A level Economics.  Like all your subjects, you will have 9 periods per
fortnight starting in September.

Over the summer it would be very useful if you could read at least one (but
preferably both) of the books below as they are reasonably light-hearted
introductions to the subject. Most libraries will have them (or you could splash out
and buy them if you have the money!).

“Free Lunch : Easily Digestible Economics” by David Smith
“The Undercover Economist” by Tim Harford

It would also be a good idea to watch a news programme every day if possible.
There are a number of news programmes on every day but the ones I’d recommend
most are Channel 4 news at 7pm or BBC Newsnight at 10:30pm on BBC 2 as
they take a more in-depth look at current topics. There are also several 24 hour
news channels such as the BBC and SKY ones which are very good if you have
access to them.

You should also try and look at the quality newspapers as much as possible - The
Times, Guardian or Daily Telegraph.

For the first lesson back, please could you bring in an article related to economics.
This could be something “traditional” e.g. something on inflation, unemployment or
trade etc. if you like, but preferably it might be something about economics that
you did not realise was about economics before the summer holidays. The
books recommended above might give you some ideas on this.

Economics is a new subject for you so don’t get stressed if you do not understand all
of the things I have asked you to read – you are not expected to. The subject
assumes absolutely no prior knowledge before you start

Have a great summer and I look forward to seeing you in September.

Mr Montgomery
Head of Economics


