
A Level Chemistry  
 

Being a successful A level student requires a different mindset to a GCSE student. At 

GCSE, you have a full timetable, all the work is set by your teachers and your teachers 

guide much of your learning. At A level, there is an expectation that students take 

greater control of their own learning to become more self guided and to become self 

motivated. The reason for this is that when you go to university or leave school and get 

a job, you will need to become completely self sufficient and stand on your own 2 feet. 

Part of preparing for A levels will be preparing yourself to make these tricky changes to 

your study habits. Becoming an independent learner is hard, particularly when your are 

surrounded by your peer group who can be quite a distraction, but it is an essential 

part of studying at A level. 

 

At A level, you should be planning to spend time outside of class doing independent 

work in the subjects you are studying. This is why you do not have a full timetable at A 

level. You have time between your lessons in which to carry out independent work. In 

A level Chemistry, your independent work should consist of the following tasks:  

Preparation work to get you ready for next lesson - teacher tells you I advance what 

you're going to do next lesson, read pages in text book answer practice question and 

watch a video to further consolidate. This then allows you to properly engage in the 

lesson and ask lots of questions.  

Homework assignment to hand in 

Independent study to make you better  

Past paper practice 
Review work from previous lessons 

 

You should aim to spend 1 hour per subject per school day on these independent 

working activities. In my experience, past students who have developed these good 

study habits have always been successful at the end of their A level course. A simple 

calculation can show how investing a small amount of time regularly can amount to a lot 

in the long run: 

5 school days a week x 39 weeks in the school year x 2 years of A levels = 390 hours 

of work. 

390/24 hours in a day = 16.25 days. It works out to be the equivalent of 16.25 extra day 

worth of work by the end of the A level course. Imagine being told on the morning of 

your A level exam that you had an extra 16 days to prepare for the exam! 

 

Part of your preparation for A level Chemistry will be to change your mindset and 

become more of a self guided learner.  

I always recommend that you work in teams - find other people from your chemistry 

class to work with. We have set up a buddy system in the past where students are put 

in groups with different students from both year 12 and 13 and given tutorials  to work 

on together. This allows you to make friends with year 13s and also develop confidence 

working in a team and further develops your problem solving skills.   

 

At A level we hope you are obviously taking this subject because you enjoy it! This is 

the most important part! You need to learn to love it and then that will be half the 

battle! As this will encourage you to work hard and strive to do well.   

 



Chemistry opens so many doors to future careers and from my own experience you 

achieve the best results when you work closely alongside others! 

 

Useful Resources: 

https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/blog/chemistry-a-level-podcasts-by-seneca/ 

https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/chemistry-revision/a-level-ocr-a/ 

https://www.rsc.org/membership-and-community/join/student-member/ 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/295468-chemistry-mathematical-skills-handbook.pdf 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/171720-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-chemistry-a-

h432.pdf 

https://pubchemblog.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov 

https://www.chemguide.co.uk 
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