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Overview
Margaret Mead the American anthropologist said “Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, 
committed citizens can change the world, indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has.”

Our Aim is “To advance the education of the pupils of the school by providing, and assisting in the 
provision of facilities and resources not normally funded by The Department of Education.”

Sadly, money is a major concern to the running of our school. Funding continues to present huge 
challenges to our children’s educators, and making the PTA fundraising e�orts vital.

The academic year of 2017-2018 saw the PTA continue its great work.
Aside from the Teachers' Wish List, which was increased this year from £400 to £500 per department,
the PTA were also able to put money to other items that the school could not budget for. 
Bene�ting all departments across the school.

It was a busy Year…
 
We began in September with the Year 7 Bingo Ice Breaker, a popular event and a chance for new 
parents to get involved.  Thanks to Dilys Baines & Jacqueline Linden. 
Sadly our intension to hold another bingo night in the Spring came to nought due to lack of interest.

However....

Comedy Night in November, was a brilliant evening and a sell out. This popular, annual event was 
organised again by Christine Samuels.

December is a busy time for the PTA. We held our second Christmas Tree sale, this time with a table of 
festive goodies and a paying sponsor, Martin&Co. Thanks to Anne-Marie Morison and Ricarda Baldock.
Mandie Lavin’s kind donation provided sweets for a Christmas Pop-up shop, enjoyed by both teachers 
and students!

2017 ended with a festive Christmas Concert where we sold out of mulled wine and everything else 
clearing out the PTA cupboard and more funds for the school.

Dotted thoughout the year are the Parent Consultation Meetings in the 6th Form Block. The PTA kept
everyone refreshed, and although they did not generate a large amount of money, I’m sure it was 
appreciated and did advertise the PTA to the whole school.

February 2018 saw the music department ask the PTA to support a showcase of talent at the Acoustic Café.
Instead of alcohol, mocktails were o�ered and much needed hot drinks on a freezing night.



The annual Quiz Night followed in March. The teachers conducted a bamboozling quiz and the PTA made 
sure the brain cells were well watered. Lynne Bryant organised this successful event catered by Cuchina, 
from the school canteen.

April had an Aussie feel, with the help of Lisa Johnston, who organised a Sausage Sizzle at Bunnings. 
On a cold Saturday, Waldegrave parents and students raised over £1000!

Summer arrived and the �nal event of the school year in July which was the Summer Concert. The PTA 
kept things cool with a Pimms bar, where ice cold drinks sold out!

An impromtue Grand Summer Draw, raised a staggering £1539. Proving we all love a ra�e!

Ongoing projects included the reinvigoured 50/50 Club, renamed Waldegrave Winners. Our version 
of the lottery, overseen by Roni Cummings.

Cash4Coins, perhaps the easiest fundraiser. Collecting old, foreign and obsolete money, raised just shy of
£400 with very little e�ort.

PTA school equipment was sold, Maths sets and Waldegrave Pens which have proved 
very popular, as have water bottles, which neatly covered the cost of maintaining the water fountains 
in school.

All in all a very productive year, we should rightly be proud.

My thanks to Nicky, our PTA Secretary, for relaying so many emails and haranging people to volunteer!
Also Yuki Kataoka, my guru to all things �nancial, and keeping the books so diligently.
Also to Fliss Syrad for stocking the bars at various events and making sure we were legal by providing 
licenses to sell.
Not forgetting the caretakers, Pete and Dave, for their unquestioning help.
And to the school sta�: Philippa, Karen Bamford, Lou, Jo and Caron in the o�ce, and especially to 
Adrian Isted for being our link to the school sta� and joining us at every PTA meeting.

Finally, special thanks to all the volunteers, helpers, students and prefects, the PTA would not work 
without you. 
The American writer Mandy Hale put it perfectly saying 
“To make a di�erence in someone’s life, you don’t have to be brilliant, rich, beautiful or perfect. 
You just have to care.” 

Thank-you.


