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Waldegrave School Parent and Teacher Association 

Meeting held on Tuesday, 12 October 2021 at Waldegrave School 

 

Present: Maria Randell (Chair), Edel Hindley, Rachel Williamson, Elizabeth Tonge, Kate Page, Sarah 

Proctor-Lane and Mercedes Bianci. 

Apologies: Nataliya Zadora, Miranda Radwell and Ronnie Cummings. 

1. Welcome 

 

Maria Randell welcomed everyone to the meeting and introductions were made. 

 

2. Minutes 

The minutes of the meeting held on 15 September 2021 were noted. 

3. Year 7 Bingo Night 

The Chair thanked Sarah Proctor-Lane who had organised the event, the PTA volunteers, the Year 10 

and 11 students who had helped out, Kate Page for washing up and Colin who had provided 

technical support.  The event was attended by 180 people and raised over £1,280.  

4. Key Information Evening  

The event went well, with a number of parents signing up to support the PTA.   

5. Year 8 Bingo Night  

Ticket sales for the Year 8 Bingo Night have been slow, with 85 ticket sales to date.  The PTA debated 

whether to cancel the event or go ahead in a smaller venue.  It was agreed on balance to go ahead, 

give a final publicity push and possibly transfer into the drama studio if take up remained low.  Maria 

would go ahead with buying refreshments from CostCo. 

6. Newsletter feedback 

Kate Page explained that the format of the school newsletter had been changed to allow for greater 

use of photographs. The school is aware of there being some access issues, which in part is due to 

everyone clicking the link at the same time.  The PTA expressed concerns that parents may give up if 

the newsletter is difficult to access.  They further suggested the reason for the link being supplied 

could be set out in the covering email.  The school would consider other solutions for the newsletter 

and Maria would provide further feedback. 

7. Christmas Tree Sale 

The Christmas Tree sale was a good money spinner, with the PTA receiving 25% of the value of the 

tree sales.  A treats table is also provided. Maria Randell had contacted the PTA’s usual Christmas 

tree supplier to get the ball rolling for this year’s sale and was waiting to hear back from him.  

It was agreed that the Christmas tree sale would take place on 4 December 2021.  It was noted that 

the current supplier allows for trees to be chosen on the day of sale, rather than a tree being 

allocated to each purchaser in advance.  This was an attractive alternative to most other school 

Christmas tree sales and worth highlighting. Edel Hindley offered to help with publicity. 
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8. Christmas Raffle 

The raffle was an important fundraiser for the PTA, raising over £4,000 last year.  Maria requested 

prizes for this year’s raffle - these could range from a bottle of wine to larger items.  Maria was 

happy to group smaller items into hampers, etc.   

The raffle would be launched after half term and would be drawn at the Christmas tree sale, as this 

would allow time for prizes to be distributed before the end of term. Mercedes suggested putting 

together a letter for PTA reps to use when approaching businesses for prizes to encourage donations 

and provide reassurance that this is an official PTA event. 

9. Sixth Form Open Evening  

The Sixth Form Open Evening would take place on 20 October 2021.  There were three shifts where 

PTA volunteers would be needed to sell refreshments as follows: 5.30-6.15, 6.30-7.15, 7.30-8.15.   

10. Christmas Concert  

The Christmas concert would take place on Monday 13 and Tuesday, 14 December 2021.  The PTA 

support this event by providing refreshments, including a licensed bar. 

11. Finances 

The PTA were provided with an update on their finances. £3,793.28 was transferred to the school at 

the end of the financial year, with £303.46 being retained by the PTA.  Total school funds for the 

financial year 30 September 2020 to 30 September 2021 were £16,798.  The Waldegrave Winners 

balance is £2,220 in credit.  The PTA has £23,857 it can use. 

Following the closure of Virgin Giving, the PTA had set up a Kindlink payment facility and this would 

be promoted to parents via the newsletter.  

12. Waldegrave Winners  

As Ronnie Cummings was absent from the meeting, the draw took place separately. 

The following numbers and winners were drawn for October: 

1 – George Morey 

2 – Caitlin Colnaghi 

3 – Amelie Potts 

 

13. Uniform 

The school had a great deal of uniform in good condition.  They sought help from the PTA in sorting 

the uniform out and organising a secondhand sale.  Edel  then undertook to organise the uniform 

and prepare it for sale. 

14. Building Refurbishment 

Edel Hindley noted that at the Information Evening the governors’ representative had made 

reference to a fundraising target of £250,000 for building refurbishment.  She asked for further 

details and how the PTA could support this goal.   Elizabeth Tonge indicated that the ambition for 

the school is to raise the funds over several years.  The governors are finalising details of the exact 

project, but it was likely to include the replacement of the portacabin and refurbishment of science 

labs.  Edel asked if there is an active alumnus and was advised that the alumni association is 
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relatively new, with most alumni being in their 20s and providing active careers support, rather than 

a source of fundraising.  

15. Date of Next Meeting 

The PTA would next meet on Wednesday, 17 November 2021. 

The meeting ended at 8.35pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


