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Benefits

• It is an opportunity for students to pursue a subject they love, working with real experts in their chosen field to 
develop their knowledge and skills in areas of specialism relevant to their particular interests.

• Students will develop high level transferable skills, which will stand them in good stead in both their personal 
life and future career. Regardless of the specific subject they study, students will learn to think critically, 
question assumptions, conduct research and process large amounts of information.

• University is essential for pursuing many career paths. There are a small number of professions that require 
certain degrees, such as Medicine or Veterinary Science. Equally, there are many other careers that do not 
need a specific degree but are only open to graduates.

• There is data to suggest that graduates earn more money over the course of their careers. For example, the 
Institute for Fiscal Studies (IFS) estimate that graduates earn 35% more than school leavers, although there are 
numerous contextual factors that affect this figure.

• University offers students plenty of time to increase their employability by gaining additional work experience. 
The long holidays are a great time to apply for internships, organise work experience, or get a part-time job.

• It is a chance for students to broaden their mind by living in a different area of the country and meeting people 
from a diverse range of backgrounds.



Downsides

• Many university courses do not equip you with job-specific skills. A small number of degrees do provide 
direct training, such as Medicine or Veterinary Science, whilst others are geared towards certain career 
paths, like Engineering. However, many degrees are not linked to particular jobs and do not include technical 
skills. This means that many graduates still have to do further study or workplace based training.

• Many students are surprised at how little contact time they have at university. In a recent survey, nearly 
two-thirds of students said they expected to have more contact hours at university than in sixth form. In 
reality, contact time is far less for many courses at university than students will be used to from school. For 
example, a third year History student may have as few as four hours of lectures and seminars per week.

• University is a big financial commitment and many graduates leave with significant debts. According to 
research by the Sutton Trust, graduates in 2015 left university with an average of £44,000 of debt. 
Fortunately, repayments are linked to earnings, meaning the debt is manageable and cost alone should not 
deter anyone from applying.

• University is also a major commitment of time, with degrees generally lasting a minimum of three years. This 
is a considerable amount of time to devote to one subject and may delay you from pursuing other 
opportunities, such as employment or travelling. 

• There is not a guarantee of employment after completing your degree, with many students ending up in 
non-graduate jobs and others having to undertake postgraduate study to access graduate-level careers.



School Advice

We advise all students to make a UCAS application, even if they are 
not certain they want to go to university. This ensures students are 
all guided through the process, standing them in good stead make 

applications in the future. It also allows students to keep their 
post-18 options open until much later in the course of Y13 and does 

not prevent them making other applications for jobs or 
apprenticeships at the same time.



Application Process

1. Course

Start researching the 
courses available to 

decide which ones might 
be right for them.

2. University

Start researching 
universities to decide 

which ones might be right 
for them.

3. Apply

Apply to university by 
submitting a UCAS 

application. The early 
entry deadline is 15 

October 2023, whilst 
the main deadline is 31 
January 2024. A small 

number of courses, 
including Art Foundation 
and Conservatoire have 

separate application 
systems.



Application Process

4. Assessment

Students applying to 
particular courses may be 
required to take a written 

assessment or entry 
exam. This is mostly 
applicable to those 

applying for Oxbridge, 
Medicine and Law. Most 

of these will take place in 
October / November 

2023. 

5. Interview

Some students may be 
invited to attend an 

interview. This is mostly 
applicable to those 

applying for Oxbridge, 
Medicine and some 

Creative Arts courses. 
Most Oxbridge interviews 

will take place in 
December 2023.

6. Offers

Universities take a holistic 
view of the available 

information to determine 
whether or not an offer is 
made. Some universities 
may make unconditional 
offers, but most will be 

conditional on you 
achieving particular 

grades. Universities begin 
making offers as soon as 
they receive applications.



Application Process

7. Response

Once students have 
received decisions from 
all of their universities, 
they will need to select 

two offers to take 
forward. These are known 

as firm and insurance 
choices. The deadline for 
responding to most offers 

will be in May 2024.

8. Student Finance

Most students will apply 
for student finance. This 
can be used to cover the 
cost of tuition fees and 

support with living 
expenses. Student finance 
applications will open in 
February 2024, with a 

deadline in May 2024 to 
guarantee receiving funds 

for the start of term.

9. Results Day

A Level results will be 
used by universities to 
confirm places. Those 
who have not met the 

conditions of either their 
firm or insurance choices 

will enter Clearing. 
Results Day will take place 

in August 2024.



UCAS Applications

● In order to apply to a university in the UK, students need to 
complete a UCAS application.

● We will support them to register with UCAS and link their 
applications to the school with a separate briefing in May 
2023.

● The early entry deadline for submitting UCAS applications is 
15 October 2023. This is applicable to students applying to 
Oxbridge, Medicine, Dentistry or Veterinary Science.

● The main deadline is 31 January 2024. However, we will 
set an internal deadline close to the early entry deadline to 
encourage students to submit their applications as early as 
possible.

● We do this because universities begin making offers as soon 
as they start receiving applications. It also allows students to 
return their focus to schoolwork and achieving the best 
possible grades.

● A small number of courses, including Art Foundation and 
Conservatoires have separate application systems. Students 
that are interested in these courses should notify their Head 
of Year as soon as possible.

UCAS Application

Personal Information

Course / University 
Choices

Personal Statement

Teacher Reference

Education / 
Qualifications

Predicted Grades



Course / University Choices
• There are over 37,000 courses at 

approximately 130 universities in the UK, so 
students need to do their research.

• Students will need to put a total of five choices 
on their UCAS application. It is usually advisable 
to choose the same or similar courses at 
different universities, rather than five totally 
different courses.

• It is also advisable to make choices with a range 
of entry requirements. This gives the best 
chance of getting multiple offers and should 
ensure students get in somewhere, even if 
things do not go to plan on Results Day.

• There are a few limitations on choices. For 
example, students may only apply for Oxford or 
Cambridge. They may also only apply for four 
Medicine courses, although they can put down 
a fifth related choices, like Biomedical Science.

1 x Aspirational Choice
(entry requirements slightly 

above your targets / 
predictions)

2 x Secure Choices
(entry requirements the 
same as your targets / 

predictions)

2 x Safe Choices
(entry requirements below 
your targets / predictions)



Course / University Choices

Do you want to go 
to a city or campus 

university?

How far away from home do you want to be?

How much is 
rental property?

Are halls of 
residence 

guaranteed in first 
year? What is th

e cost 

of living in the 

area. E.g. taxis / 

foodHow much is there to do in the area?

What sports teams 
& societies do they 

have?

What are the facilities like?



Course / University Choices

How well regarded 
are the staff?

How is the course assessed?

Is there a year 
abroad or an 

industry 
placement?

What are the 
module / option 

choices? What are the 

graduate 

employment 

prospects?

How much do you enjoy the subject?
Is it a three of four 

year course?



Personal Statement
• The personal statement is a short reflective essay, 

written to persuade universities that students are 
suitable candidates for the courses and institutions 
that they have applied to.

• It is often the part of the application that creates the 
most workload and anxiety for students. However, it is 
also extremely important because it is only 
opportunity they have to differentiate themselves from 
other people applying for the same courses, who are 
likely to be studying similar subjects and have similar 
predicted grades.

• The personal statement may contain no more than 
4,000 characters, including all letters, spaces and 
punctuation, and must be no longer than 47 lines when 
entered into the online application form. This total 
includes empty lines.

• We will support students in writing their personal 
statements with a separate briefing in May 2023. 
Form Tutors will also provide written feedback on 
draft versions and students will be issued with an 
electronic guidebook.

Introduction
(approx. 600 characters)

Topic Paragraph 1
(approx. 900 characters)

Topic Paragraph 2
(approx. 900 characters)

Topic Paragraph 3
(approx. 900 characters)

Extra-Curricular 
Activities

(approx. 400 characters)
Conclusion

(approx. 300 characters)



Teacher Reference
• The teacher reference is an extended piece of 

writing, where staff comment on the attitude, 
motivation, skills, academic performance and 
wider experiences of students in support of 
their application.

• The teacher reference is made up of a 
paragraph on each of the subjects students 
study, written by their subject teachers, which is 
then edited by Form Tutors, who also add a 
generic introduction and their own 
endorsement.

• The teacher reference may contain no more 
than 4,000 characters, including all letters, 
spaces and punctuation, and must be no longer 
than 47 lines when entered into the online 
application form. This total includes empty lines.

• Students will be allowed to read the teacher 
reference before their application is sent.

School Introduction

Individual Context *

Subject Reference 1

Subject Reference 2

Subject Reference 3

Tutor Endorsement



Education / Qualifications
• Students will need to enter all of their GCSE grades onto the UCAS 

application. University courses do not generally have minimum grade 
requirements for GCSE, but they may look at them to validate 
predicted grades, indicate academic ability or judge progress over the 
course of Y12.

• Students will also need to enter their A Level subjects, leaving the 
grade as pending. This will allow the school to add predicted grades.

• If students have taken any AS qualifications, they will need to enter the 
grades for these onto the UCAS application. Internal assessments and 
examinations do not need to be entered.

• Students can also enter other qualifications, such as Duke of Edinburgh, 
music grades, summer schools, qualifications in native language and 
other accredited courses. Many of these courses are worth UCAS 
points.



Predicted Grades
• Subject teachers will make a prediction of the grades they think students are 

likely to achieve at the end of Y13. These will go on the UCAS applications and 
provide universities with an indication of whether they are likely to meet the 
entry requirements.

• Predicted grades will be based primarily on a combination of their ALPS target 
grades and results of the exams taken at the end of Y12.

• Students will not be given a lower predicted grade than they receive in the exam 
for that subject. If they are close to the grade boundary or have performed 
significantly better in assessments throughout the year, teachers may decide to 
raise the prediction by one grade.

• Subject teachers will determine predicted grades in July and these will be 
communicated to students as soon as they have been decided. We would please 
ask that students and parents / carers do not request them before that point.

• If students are confused or unhappy with their predicted grades, there will be a 
process for discussing these, which will be explained to in more detail in July. The 
tone of these conversations should be mature, calm and respectful.

• In the meantime, students should use the ALPS target grades they were given at 
the start of Y12 as an indicator of what their predicted grades are likely to be.



Admissions Tests
• Students applying to particular courses may be 

required to take an entry exam.
• This is mostly applicable to students applying for 

Oxbridge, Medicine and Law, but there are 
exceptions, so you should check the course pages of 
your chosen universities to see if this applies.

• A notification should also appear on the UCAS 
application when students enter a course / university 
choice where an entry exam is required.

• The school is a registered test centre for most entry 
exams, meaning students can sit the assessments 
here. However, they will need to inform the 
Examinations Officer and there will be an 
administration fee.

• Students are welcome to ask subject teachers for 
support in preparing for entry exams, but there is not 
a specific programme of support. Students will find 
resources online to help you practice.

• The registration deadline for the majority of entry 
exams is 15 October 2023 and most will take in 
October / November 2023.

Most Common Entry 
Exams

• Cambridge Law Test (Law)
• LNAT (Law)
• BMAT (Medicine)
• UCAT (Medicine)
• MAT (Maths)
• STEP (Maths)
• TSA Cambridge (various)
• TSA Oxford (various)
• TSA UCL (various)
• CAT (Classics)
• ELAT (English Literature)
• HAT (History)
• MLAT (Modern Languages)
• OLAT (Oriental Languages)
• PAT (Physics)
• PHIL (Philosophy)



Interviews

● Some students may be invited to attend an interview.
● This is mostly applicable to those applying for Oxbridge, 

Medicine and some Creative Arts courses.
● Most Oxbridge interviews will take place in December 

2023, whilst interviews for other institutions are held at 
various time throughout the year.

● If students are invited to interview, they should inform their 
Head of Year as soon as possible and we will organise at least 
one practice interview.



School Support

What support 
will the school 

provide?

Trip to the UCAS Exhibition 
in March 2023

Higher Education Evening for 
parents in January 2023 and 
Tutor Time focus for students

UCAS Registration Briefing 
to students in May 2023

University trips in January / 
May 2023

Practice interviews for those 
that are invited

Registered test centre for 
most entry exams

Personal Statement Briefing 
to students and feedback on 

drafts from Form Tutors

High quality teacher 
references

Specialist Oxbridge 
Programme

Student Finance Briefing for 
students in February 2024

Trained Careers Advisors 
available for individual 

meetings

University & Careers Insight 
Day in November 2022



Next Steps

What should next steps be 
to prepare for students 
applying to university?

Research your course / university choices

Students should start researching their course / university choices as soon as possible. They should 
start by considering the questions shown earlier in the presentation. Students can also look at course 
pages on university websites, read course guides on the UCAS website, use the Whatuni website as a 

search tool and go to university open days or taster days.

Prepare for writing your 
personal statement 

Students do not need to start 
writing their personal statement 

yet, but they can prepare by 
making sure they have gathered 

the relevant experiences to 
write about. This includes work 
experience, volunteering and 
reading around your chosen 

subject.

Maximise your academic 
progress

The success of university 
applications is primarily 
dependent on academic 

performance. Students must try 
to maximise their progress by 
attending lessons, completing 

homework, carrying out 
independent learning, revising for 
assessments and communicating 

clearly with their teachers.



Key Dates
Date Event

May 2023 Personal Statement Briefing

May 2023 UCAS Registration Briefing

15 October 2023 UCAS early entry deadline

15 October 2023 Registration deadline for most entry exams

October / November 2023 Most entry exams take place

December 2023 Oxbridge interviews take place

31 January 2024 UCAS deadline

February 2024 Student finance applications open

May 2024 Deadline for responding to most university offers

May 2024 Student finance application deadline

August 2024 A Level Results Day and confirmation of university places



Questions?


