
WALDEGRAVE SCHOOL PTA CHAIR’S ANNUAL REPORT 2020-21

Overview
The actor Denzel Washington said
“At the end of the day it’s not about what you have or even what you’ve accomplished… it’s about who you’ve lifted 
up, who you’ve made better. It’s about what you’ve given back.”

The academic year of 2020-21 began virtually, with PTA meetings being held via Zoom. The Autumn term is normally 
very busy for the PTA, but because of the pandemic, Bingo Night, our Year 7 welcoming icebreaker, was cancelled. 
Comedy Night was also a casualty to COVID-19. These two events, as well as being lots of fun, normally raises over 
£4,500, so was a sad loss. The sale of school equipment (water bottles, maths sets and pens) remains halted.

Parent Consultations and Key Information Evenings would normally be supported by the PTA selling refreshments, 
but these were socially distanced and moved online.

However, Waldegrave Winners, our version of the National Lottery, was resumed. During the Summer holidays the 
books were audited, and following an advertising push there was a good uptake with 25 new players. Thanks to Roni 
Cummings for overseeing this fundraiser.

The Christmas Concerts were online, but the PTA manage to hold our annual Christmas Tree Sale. To remain COVID 
safe, it was cashless and there was no sale of festive. sweet treats and goodies. Even so, this event raised £1331.25.

The Christmas Ra�e was an amazing success, thanks to our generous school community and local businesses who 
donated lovely prizes. Tickets were sold remotely and numbers posted with the weekly newsletter. 
A truly staggering £4480 was raised.

2021 began with a third national lockdown, working at home and the school closed to all but a few students again. 
Quiz Night was cancelled as was the enrolment events and exams for a second year.

Summer arrived and another socially distanced ra�e raised £3,285.

The �ne weather meant the Music Department were able to hold a Summer festival outdoors, showcasing the musical 
talent at Waldegrave. The PTA kept things cool on a very warm evening with cold beer and Pimms, £250 was raised 
then matched by NatWest Bank so £500 in total!

The PTA paid for a Christmas tree and decorations. The Teacher’s Wish list this year was a varied mix and included 
digital cameras for Media Studies, Drama digital tablets, keyboards for Music, revision guides and online learning 
subscriptions, E-books, art equipment including drying racks, light boxes and acrylic pens, digital licenses for theatre 
performances, blenders, pasta makers and coloured chopping boards for Food Tech and maths equipment for use at 
home for vulnerable students.

A special mention for Nataliya Zadora who secured funding from NatWest Bank, where she works. This paid for 
Easter eggs for all the sta� and Pupil Premium students, which was greatly appreciated.

On behalf of the PTA, I would like to thank…

Rachel Williamson, our PTA Secretary, I twisted her arm to take on the role, and has taken the minutes at this year’s PTA 
meetings.

To Nataliya Zadora, our Treasurer and ace ra�e prize bagger!
Thanks also to Petra van Enckevort for calculating the Gift Aid for us.
To Mandie Lavin, a busy lady who has supported the PTA for years with donations of chocolate for pop up shops and 
fabulous ra�e prizes, her daughter, Flora, left for university this year.
Not forgetting the caretakers, Dave and especially Steve, who are very patient with me!
A special thanks to the school sta�: Karen Bamford, Amy MacIntosh, Billie, Lou, Jo and especially Adrian Isted for his 
advice and support.



Finally, to all the volunteers, thank-you.

A �nal word from Betty Reese, Reese Witherspoons mother, who said…
“If you think you are too small to be e�ective, you have never been in bed with a mosquito.”

Waldegrave School PTA
Chair - vacant
Vice-Chair - vacant
Treasurer - Nataliya Zadora
Secretary - Rachel Williamson

Is the Treasurer and Secretary happy to continue in these roles? There are vacant PTA positions in key roles, namely Chair 
and Vice-Chair, is there anyone who would like to take on any of these roles?

Please could we have a show of hands?


